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GRIZZLIES RETURN HOME AFTER 
WEEKEND SPLIT ON THE ROAD 
rosenthal/rb 
12-6-76 
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MISSOULA--
The Montana Grizzlies, following a weekend split on the road, return home to the 
Adams Fieldhouse to host the Col~ege of Great Falls Argonauts, Friday, Dec. lOth. The 
Grizzly-Argo game will be preceded by a high school doubleheader in the fieldhouse, 
Helena 
featuring the Missoula Hellgate Knights against I . Capitol and the Missoula Sentinel 
Spartans against Havre. 
The Grizzlies knocked off the Air Force Academy Falcons 65-59 on Friday night and then 
suffered the season's first loss to Creighton, Saturday night. The Bluejays held on for a 
74-65 victory. 
"We accomplished our team goal," Grizzly head coach Jim Brandenburg said. "We hoped 
to come home with at least a split and we did that. We established ourselves as a team that 
can win on the road and we gained the confidence we need." Brandenburg said that 
inconsistency is the major problem right now and he intends to do something about it this 
week. "We were very inconsistent over the weekend and we'll work hard on that before our 
game with the College of Great Falls. We need to gain more confidence in our ability and 
we think we will be more poised on the court when we do," Brandenburg commented. 
Brandenburg credited the team with a good overall effort in the win over Air Force. 
"Air Force is difficult to play on the road and I was pleased to see us take charge and 
control the game." Michael Ray Richardson led Grizzly scorers with 16 points. 
Kirk RoCheleau added 15 and Michael John Richardson chipped in 13. M.J. also led the 
rebounding stats with a dozen. 
- more -
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Turnovers and poor shot selection hindered UM's effort in the Creighton game, 
according to Brandenburg. "Creighton is an excellent basketball team and our deficiencies 
were more apparent against a team like that.'' Brandenburg was pleased with two of his 
sophomore forwards. Craig Henkel's first half effort was impressive and Lee Johnson's 
overall performance was satisfying, particularly his game-high 13 rebounds. Michael Ray 
once again led Grizzly scorers with 17 while Ben DeMers added 16. DeMers was also hot from 
the free throw line, hitting 8 of 8 freebies. 
Brandenburg sees the game with the College of Great Falls as being very important to 
the pre-conference schedule. "The Argos are a young club that seems to be coming together 
and playing well. It's important for us to improve and play well against them so that we 
are ready for the Big Sky Conference season in January. Our progress these next few weeks 
has a direct effect on our success in the league," noted the UM coach. 
The Grizzlies have a week off after Friday's game with the Argos before continuing 
the home stand against Northern Colorado and Portland University on Dec. 17th and 18th. 
## 
• 
